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Assessment Policy 
Assessment Philosophy:


At Kit Carson, we believe that assessment is a fundamental part of the learning process.  Not only does assessment give students timely feedback that guides their learning, it also helps teachers plan logical next steps for instruction.   As much as possible, authentic assessments related to real world problems are included which allow students to utilize their critical thinking skills as it relates to the subject matter and develop the learner profile attributes associated with International Baccalaureate students. 

Students are given a variety of opportunities to demonstrate and reflect upon their understanding of concepts.  Teachers use summative as well as formative assessments to guide their instruction.  Our goal is to have student centered activities in classrooms that allow teachers and students to monitor the progression of learning as they strive to develop a deeper understanding of the Key concept within the Unit.  In addition, students are assigned a variety of essays, presentations, projects and tests that allow students to demonstrate their understanding of the content.  

Common Practices:

In their Unit planning, Kit Carson teachers collaboratively design a variety of formative assessments as well as a summative assessment that allow students to demonstrate their understanding of the Statement of Inquiry.  Assessments are aligned to address the specific IB objectives and criteria that they are covering in each particular subject. All students, in every class, are assessed on the four subject specific MYP assessment criteria a minimum of two times every year utilizing the IB rubrics or modifications of those rubrics when appropriate. The 0 – 8 score is then converted to a localized A – F grade. The results from these assessments are used to help students reflect on their growth and to help teachers plan future learning experiences.

All Kit Carson teachers collaboratively develop common, formative assessments (CFA) for their Units.  They also participate in calibrated scoring sessions on a regular basis to track student growth.  This allows them to agree on anchor products to establish consistency in scoring. In addition, Kit Carson teachers are reflective in their assessment practice. Teachers are continuously evaluating the efficacy of the assessments they are using and make adjustments to optimize the impact that assessments have on student learning.   

Reporting:

Currently, teachers are assigning students letter grades using the traditional A-F scale. These grades are based on a variety of tasks including formative and summative assessments, classwork, homework, projects, and in some cases participation. Although there are multiple factors that contribute to student grades, all teachers base a minimum of 80% of the overall grade on assessment results. Students also receive behavior based marks that range from “needs improvement” to “outstanding.” Our MYP Year 2 and 3 students receive quarter grades in October, January, March and June.  Our MYP Year 4 and 5 students receive semester grades in January and June. Progress reports and final report card grades are mailed home parents and guardians. If students are not progressing in their learning and achievement, parent/teacher conferences are held to inform parents and develop a plan for intervention and support. 

All teachers provide opportunities for students to be assessed on all strands of all four subject specific assessment criterion at least twice in each year and will use the criterion to assign each student an achievement level from 0 – 8. As the A – F grading structure is district policy, we will need to convert achievement levels into appropriate letter grades. Each achievement level will have a 
corresponding letter grade that will be reported to parents. Teachers are currently in the process of developing an appropriate conversion scale. Although other assignments factor into the student’s 
overall grade, the scores based on the MYP assessment criteria are weighted so that they have the greatest overall impact. 

In addition, we are currently in the process of developing and refining a merit based program by which students will be able to track their progress as they grow in each of the learner profile attributes. We can use the results of this program to communicate with parents and guardians about the growth of each student.
Other Assessments: (descriptions taken from the CDE website)

All of the assessments below are used to measure learning and inform practice, but none of these assessments have a direct impact on student grades and only the CAHSEE impacts a student’s ability to graduate. 

SBAC
The Smarter Balanced Assessment System utilizes computer adaptive tests and performance tasks that allow students to show what they know and are able to do. This system is based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics.  It is mandated by the state of California for all 7th and 8th graders.
CST

The California Standards Tests [CST] Science assessment is given to students in grade 8.

CELDT

All students whose home language is not English are required by law to be assessed in English language proficiency (ELP). In California, the ELP assessment is the CELDT.  The CELDT allows schools to identify students who need to improve their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English. Schools also give the test each year to students who are still learning English.

CAHSEE

In California, all high school students must pass a test to earn a high school diploma. The test is called the CAHSEE.  The test helps to ensure that students graduate from high school with grade level skills in reading, writing, and math.  Students first take this test in grade ten. If they do not pass the test in grade ten, they have more chances to take the test. In grade eleven, they can take the test two times. In grade twelve, they have up to five times to take the test. 

PFT

The physical fitness test (PFT) for students in California schools is the FITNESSGRAM®. The main goal of the test is to help students in starting life-long habits of regular physical activity.  Students in grades 7 and 9 take the fitness test. The test has six parts that show a level of fitness that offer a degree of defense against diseases that come from inactivity. The test results can be used by students, teachers, and parents.


