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Academic Honesty Policy

Kit Carson Mission Statement

Kit Carson seeks to develop students who express themselves confidently and creatively, who use their knowledge to improve their local and global communities, and who thoughtfully consider the perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Through collaborative, interdisciplinary instruction, our students endeavor to explore highly engaging, rigorous and meaningful learning experiences that will encourage achievement at the highest level.

Kit Carson strives to foster students who demonstrate integrity and compassion, who share a global view of the world and who understand our inter-dependence with others.

Academic Honesty at Kit Carson

Academic honesty is fundamental to becoming a college bound student and a productive member of society.  With that in mind, Kit Carson aims to insure that students hold themselves to the highest standards when creating work that reflects their talents, skills, and thoughts.

The Kit Carson Academic Honesty Policy outlines the specific expectations and responsibilities for students surrounding the production of original work, and details for students how to appropriately cite the work of others when it is incorporated in their assignments.

What is Academic Honesty?

According to the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO), Academic Honesty is “a set of values and skills that promote personal integrity and good practice in teaching, learning, and assessment” (IB. 2007).  

What is Academic Dishonesty?

IBO defines academic dishonesty as plagiarism, collusion and misrepresenting one’s work.

Definitions

Plagiarism:  The act of using another person’s words or ideas without giving credit to that person  (Webster online. 2014).

The International Center for Academic Integrity characterizes plagiarism as “using words, ideas, or work products attributable to another identifiable person or source without attributing the work to the source from which it was obtained.”  (Center for Academic Integrity, 2014).

Collusion:  Secret cooperation for an illegal or dishonest purpose (Webster online. 2014).

Misrepresenting work:  The act of copying or duplicating someone else’s work and representing it as one’s own is considered academic dishonesty.

How do Kit Carson teachers promote Academic Honesty?
--Assist students in understanding the concept of academic honesty, its scope and related topics.

--Review the Kit Carson academic honesty policy with students on a regular basis and insure that everyone has a clear understanding of on-going expectations.

--Model academic honesty by using appropriate forms of citation in their own work.

--Teaching students appropriate forms of citation when using the work of others.

--Providing students with guidance about when and how it is appropriate to use the work of others.

--Stressing the important characteristics of being “principled” and acting with integrity and honesty at all times.

--Incorporating characteristics of the Learner Profile (principled, inquirers, reflective) into discussions of academic honesty.

--Regularly communicating expectations of academic honesty to parents and community.

How do Kit Carson students promote Academic Honesty?
--Understand and comply with the expectations in the Kit Carson Academic Honesty Policy.

--Understand the importance of academic honesty as it relates to a college bound student.

--Appropriately cite sources used if using work from other sources.

--Hold themselves and their peers to the highest academic and behavioral standards.

--Inform the administration or teaching staff of knowledge of academic dishonesty by others.

Consequences of Academic Dishonesty:

Students who are involved in acts of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, collusion, or misrepresentation of the work of others), or enabling others to do so, whether intentional or unintentional, will receive no credit for that particular assignment.  Students will be given the opportunity to redo the assignment in a way that reflects their ability to demonstrate academic honesty.  Individual teachers will determine whether there is a grade related penalty associated as well (reduced credit for the assignment, unsatisfactory citizenship mark, etc.).  

Students who are involved in multiple acts of academic dishonesty will be required to do additional research on academic honesty and present their understanding of the Kit Carson Academic Honesty policy to the principal or coordinator.  Students may also receive administrative consequences such as, but not limited to, suspension or exclusion from extra-curricular activities.

Frequently Asked Questions

--Can I paraphrase or re-word someone else’s idea and then use it as my own?

No.  If you didn’t think of it yourself, it isn’t your original idea.  Even if you re-word a sentence or paragraph, the idea still belongs to someone else.  It’s always important to cite the source where you found the idea.

Do I have to have to cite facts?

Generally, no.  Facts do not need to be cited unless they are generated from unique individual research that can be attributed to someone.  Facts that are considered common knowledge can be used without citation.

What does it mean if something has a copyright?

A copyright is something that protects “intellectual property.”  Intellectual property can be ideas, words, music, photographs, drawings, etc. that were created by an individual.  Copyrighted items require permission from the creator in order to be used.  Copyrights protect individual material.  Not all published work is copyrighted.

What if I accidentally plagiarize someone’s work?

It is your responsibility to do appropriate research to make sure that you have not plagiarized someone else’s work.  Not knowing is not an excuse.  Even if you unintentionally plagiarize work it is still considered academic dishonesty.
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